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MTMA Loses One Launch Site
but Gains Another

By Mark Recktenwald

When God Closes a Door...

On March 25, 2008, we were informed by
our contact at the Summit Agricultural
Society (sponsor of the Summit County Fair
and manager of the Summit County
Fairgrounds) that “County of Summit”
(owner of the fairgrounds land) had sold a
very large parcel of land to “Metro Parks,
Serving Summit County”. That parcel
included the area where we parked and
launched from, the weeds to the north and
northeast, the woods to the south, and the
woods to the north of the Fairgrounds—a
total of nearly 300 acres. In addition, the
County sold a "Conservation Easement" to
Metro Parks for the Weaver School land, the
soccer fields, the Fairgrounds, and the
retirement home to the far north. (The
Corsair Model Aircraft Club’s radio
controlled aircraft field was included in the
Fairgrounds portion).

Some of the MTMA officers have previous
experience with Metro Parks, as we
unsuccessfully attempted to obtain
permission to launch from a piece of Metro
Parks land in Twinsburg a few years ago.
From this experience, we knew that the

Metro Parks Rules and Regulations prohibit
model rockets, radio controlled planes, and
a whole host of other "motorized" items.
Also included in their Rules and Regulations
is a provision for the Metro Parks
Director-Secretary to waive these
regulations through a "Special-Use Permit"
that can be applied for. In an attempt to
bolster our application for a Special-Use
Permit this time, we arranged an on-site
meeting with the area manager of the
Munroe Falls Metro Park (the park that the
Fairgrounds land was merged into) and
placed phone calls to the Metro Parks
Director-Secretary, Mr. Keith Shy. Our
application included a narrative describing
our community outreach activities with
Scouts, TARC, etc.; the educational aspects
of rocketry; and our stewardship of the land
demonstrated by the fact that we always left
the field with more trash than we
generated. Our application also included a
Certificate of Liability Insurance provided by
NAR. After learning that our application
was denied, we immediately filed an appeal.
In the appeal we directly responded to each
item cited as grounds for the initial denial—
to no avail as our appeal was denied as well.

After nine years of flying at the Fairgrounds
with no personal injury or property damage,
and hundreds of Scouts and TARC team
members helped, we get the boot. Metro
Parks, Serving who?



...He Opens a Window.

On April 1, 2008 (no joke!) MTMA member
Robert Ferrante informed us of a large
vacant field on Bartlett Road in Aurora that
is owned by the City of Aurora. It seems
that Mr. Ray Harmon, a philanthropic farmer
who was a descendant of one of the town
fathers, left this land to the City in his will.
This land was only being used as a contract
hay field with designs of possible contract
farming in the future. MTMA officers met
with the City of Aurora Director of Parks and
Recreation Mr. James Kraus on April 23,
2008. Mr. Kraus was very open to the idea
of our use of the field and the benefit it
would bring to residents of the City. Our
use would be shared with a group of radio
control aircraft fliers, the Flying Aces of
Aurora. We prepared a formal written
request to the Parks and Recreation Board
for use of the Ray Harmon farm property.
On May 1, MTMA officers made a
presentation to the Board including the
written request and photographs from
previous MTMA launches. Representatives
of the Flying Aces of Aurora made a
separate presentation at the same meeting.
Both groups discussed our willingness to
share the field and the shared interest in
both hobbies by some of our members. We

were very well received by the Board who
expressed a small degree of concern, but a
greater degree of interest and enthusiasm.
Once convinced of our adherence to a
Safety Code and backed by the NAR
insurance, the Board was willing to accept
our use, but they didn’t have enough
members on hand for a quorum. We
returned for the next Board meeting on June
5 and received unanimous approval. The
approval was sent to the Law Director’s
office to draft an agreement, which we
received on July 21, signed and returned.
On July 23 the agreement was signed by
Aurora Mayor Lynn E. McGill.

A schedule for the remainder of 2008 was
agreed to between MTMA and the Flying
Aces of Aurora, and on August 3, 2008, our
flying calendar was approved. August 9,
2008 will long be remembered by the fliers
on hand that day for the wonderful weather
we had and the almost unbelievable degree
of preparation at the field on the City’s part.
What a great field and wonderful owner we
are dealing with. They constructed a gravel
driveway and a parking lot; prepared a
range-head by closely-mowing the grass in
an area off the parking lot; mowed a
pathway from the parking lot to the range-
head; provided a porta-potty; and even
plowed the snow for us before the Turkey
Shoot launch.

This is a beautiful field measuring about
2500 feet east-to-west and 1000 feet
north-to-south. There is a large area of
rocket-eating trees to the north and a
number of single-family homes across
Bartlett Road to the south. Rockets are
limited to Class 1—Model Rockets with
routine flights under 1,000 feet AGL and



