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So it was a year ago that I volunteered to be Secretary of MTMA and attempt to resurrect the 

newsletter.  Anyone who knows me well must have been laughing hysterically.  No, English was 

never my strong  subject.  No, I am not a great writer.  Yes, I have no time to do this.  

 

I forgot how much fun this can be  

 

I appreciate all of your support in the production of this newsletter.  I hope that you like the 

new format.  I believe it to be an upgrade.  To keep it going, I need the help of all of you.   Letõs 

see more than competition event reports in our August 15 newsletter.  

 

We have a very exciting summer ahead of us.  As you are reading this, you may be on your way 

to LDRS 28  in Potter, New York.  This is  one of the few times that it has been held on the East 

Coast since its early years when it was flown outside of Medina, Ohio.   

 

Later this month, we celebrate the 40 th  Anniversary of Apollo 11.  There is a Summer Moon 

Festival in Wapakoneta, Ohio the wee kend of July 18 - 19, with a sport launch on the 19 th  to 

commemorate the anniversary  of the first moon landing . 

 

NY Power 14  closes out the month in Genesseo, New York on the 24 th  through the 26th , with its 

usual large gathering of high power fliers.  

 

NARAM- 51 will be held only a few hours away in Johnstown, Pennsylvania August 8 - 14.   

 

Our next newsletter should be full of coverage of all of these events.  I need your help with 

stories and photos to share in the newsletter.  

  

So what is next?  Who knows?  

 

Al l that is certain is that it should be fun.  

 

Mike Nowak  

NAR 19203  

 

 

 

Cover Photo:  Mike Nowakõs G- Powered Astrobee D Majestically Heads Skyward at GLRMR - IX 

Photo Courtesy Cheryl Cziryak - Hamer  

From Your Sometimes Senile Editor 
By Mike Nowak 
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So the month of May  had an extra Saturday this year, and MTMA therefore had an extra day to 

launch, and decided to host its third and final Open Meet of the spring season.  We again had a 

great weather day after some very iffy forecasts.  The conditions allowed a full day of  flying for 

contestants.  

The surprise of the day was having 

two out of state modelers travel to 

our meet to compete.  Michala 

Alexander and her father Scott drove 

from central Pennsylvania to attend.  

Not to be outdone, reigning A 

Division National Champi on Alyssa 

Steinberg drove with her father  Jon 

nearly 8 hours from near New York 

City to attend.  

NARAM Prep was also the first meet 

to feature optical tracking in 

northeast Ohio in many years.  

Kudos to former SNOAR member 

Mike Wagner for keeping the pair of 

1970 vintage Centuri Skytracks in his 

basement for the last 30 years and to 

Bob Ferrante for tuning them up to make them usable.  

The altitude events  began the day.  Random altitude proved a challenge to most modelers.  105 

meters was randomly chosen at the beginning of the meet.  Hannah Cziryak topped A Division 

with only a 5.7% error, while Scott Alexander came in with only 1% error after suffering a  track 

lost on his first attempt.  A Altitude proved to be a challenge for the trackers with most 

modelers opting for a minimum diameter, small model.  The benefits of tracking powder 

became readily apparent.  After suffering a lost track on their first at tempt, the Jedi Knights had 

the high flight of the day at 215 meters flying off their short piston launcher to lead Team 

Division.  Alyssa Stenberg topped A Division at 199 meters.  Ted Schaetzle topped C Division at 

156 meters.  Many of the other C Divisi on entries were having difficulty getting tracks to close.  

The timing events presented a few challenges.  Living up to the meetõs name, 1/8A Helicopter 

Duration was flown.  This was the first time for many modelers to fly MicroMax motors and 

most were up t o the challenge.  The event was dominated by the new Flis Kits Tiddlywink and 

by the number of A Division entries.  Alyssa Stenberg set an A Division record with her 30 

second flight, with Hannah Cziryak close behind at 21 seconds, both flying Tiddlywinks.   Rachel 

Nowak got a qualified flight with her òTwitteró ð a MicroMax Texas Twister.  Unfortunately, 

NARAM Prep Open Meet 

By Mike Nowak 

Michala and Scott Alexander Relax After A Long 
Drive from Pennsylvania and A Long Day of Flying 
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Michala Alexanders rotoroc design did not deploy.  The only other entries were Jeff Alexander 

and the Jedi Knights.  It was quite a shootout, with the Knights holding a 1 second lead after 

first flights.  On their second flight the Knights flew of f a piston, with the hope of getting more 

altitude and a longer duration.  Unfortunately, their model deployed, but did not rotate, leading 

to a disqualification.  With the pressure on, Jeff flew his rotoroc, only to suffer the same fate.  

In the more tradi tional events, both Alyssa Stenberg and Ted Schaetzle proved that you can 

keep a 1/2A PD model up for over 2 minutes, as they maxed out in A and C Division, 

respectively.  Having the max time led both of them to win their divisions.  Tedõs first flight of 

74 seconds was longer than any of the other flights in the event as well.  In A Streamer 

Duration, Alyssa won A Division with a flight of nearly 2 ½ minutes.  No other flight in any 

Division topped one minute.  

Lee Hamer won C Division 

with two flights to taling 80 

seconds.  

When all of the results were 

tallied, the meet c hampions 

were Alyssa Stenberg, Scott 

Alexander and the Jedi 

Knights in A, C and T 

Divisions, respectively.  

Thanks to all for working 

together to run a meet with 

tracking events for the first 

time, especially to Brian 

Guzek, who was acting 

contest director  for this 

meet.   

 

Michala Alexanderõs Rotoroc model, which 
unfortunately did not deploy  
 

Alyssa Stenberg preps one of the many 
Tiddlywinks flown with her father Jon 
watching  

Acting Contest Director Brian Guzek shows his approval of the 
meet.  Michala Alexander is busy acquiring tracking data, while 

Nick Nowak relaxes after a long day of hard work and flying  




